ACCIDENT SURVEY CONCLUSIONS

The Owner-Directors of eight camps participated in composing a basie,
simple accident questiomnaire. The term 'accident' was defined as one in-
volving nurse or doctor and restricting patient in any way from full activity
for at least two days. The questionnaire was so simple and basic that the
sex and age of the accident victim was omitted unintentionally. Cne camp did
include this information.

Types of camps are as follows:

airle - 3
Boya - 1
Co~ad « 3
Boys &
Girls- - 1
not co-ed
TOTALs 8

4 total of 39 accidents were described - 22 in July; 17 in Auguet. Up to
1,577 campers attend these camps.

One girls' camp had not one accident that fitted the definition., Only &4
accidents, 2 at each of the other 2 girls' camps are recorded. The only
accident at the boy-girl (non co-ed) camp was to a staff member,

Thirty four accidents happened at four camps., Where the boys are is
where the great majority of accidents are,

Rough play, rambunctious behaviour and little regard for caution are
more often than not the cause,

Cuts were the most numerous -~ l&, Sprains were next in order of frequency-
93 fractures - 5; serious bruises - 3; severe blows -~ 3; and 1 each of bumn
(2nd & 3rd degree); joint shift; puncture and pulled ligaments.

Exactly 1/3 of the accidents were in free time , 2/3 during activity.

1/3 of the accidents were listed as avoidsble; 2/3 unavoidable,

Perhaps the most unique was - a punch in the mouth by one 10 year old
boy to another, over the possession of a basketball. Two teeth were knocked

out. The teeth were placed in ice-water and, along with the camper, rushed
to Toronto, where three dental surgeons reset them.
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quotes from each of two letters follow:

" The other hospital visits were for runny noses, migraine headache,
asthma, and rash. The usual run of the mill things but not considered under
the category of accidents.”

"The accident forms did not cover one particular situation we experienced
this year (1976) which I believe should be a vital concern to everyone in
camping if they are not aware of it. In July we had an eleven year cld boy
who was allergic to peanuts. He ate one peanut in a chocolat brownie, Within
twenty minutes he was in severe shock, losing pulse and very blue in colour,
despite the use of his allergy medicine and his pills, Fortunately we have
a doctor on staff and he administered adrenalin. Two more doses of adrenalin
were necessary on the way to the hospital twenty miles away. sesses.s The boy
was fine within an hour of entry to hospital and re-entered camp activities
within 24 hours.

Seweral concernsi
1. Many camps do not have a doctor

2. 1s adrenalin available to all camps, especially those without
a doctor.

3. Allergies are so common on our health forms that they can
sometimes be taken lightly.

L, Severe reactions to an allergy presuppose the possibility of
doing A.R. as the system is too conjested- adrenalin and intra-
venous must be used,

As said, the case does not fit into our accident report, but I do
believe it should be a concern. Bee stings can result in the same situation.

Ag a result of our experience we now stock a bee sting kit which a lay
person may use in administering a small dose of adrenalin. If the doctor had
been out for an hour, or the allergic reaction occured on a cance trip, we
would have lost a camper!"
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Jourriey to Kanawa

There is speculation that the word Kanawa travelled far. It has been
identified in the Amur River valley in Mongolia and was adapted with siight
adjustments in sound and inflection by the Spaniards who encountered the
term from the Carib Indians in the faraway Caribbean Sea. Probably then,
as the bold adventurers from Asia pressed down the length of the North
American continent and beyond, they carried with them not only the descrip-
tive word but also the magnificent art of cance construction and decoration.

A further remarkable fact is that a canoe is built in the Kootenay Lakes

district by the Kutenai native people which replicates a design called the

!

sturgeon nose”which emerged from the distant valley mentioned above! Much
has been hypothesized regarding the migrations across thre Bering Straits,and
the canoe supports the thesis that it did indeed occur in the misty past.
Less reliable hypotheses can be developed regarding other influences on
the North American canoe and kayak. With the knowledge that the Malaysians
and Polynesians were extraordinary mariners, it is probable that those great
s€a-going people traversed the Pacific Ocean from Malaysia to Polynesia and
then beyohd. Either by accident or the desire to penetrate what was beyond,
those travellers of the deep may have arrived on the shores of the Americas.
Gradually they worked their way to the zone of the rain forests and the
great green giants of the west coast. And there were transplanted the dug-
out techniques as well as the attractive art forms that adorned those ma-
Jestic craft. This view would appear to refute the findings of modern
explorers but it is still a possibility. Although there is always the
possibility of coincidental invention, innovation, and creative art ex-
pression, there still persists the remarkable fact that somehow long ago,

a group of human beings Tanded on those western shores and began anew.

D\‘I Ny Mo Voo oG 1
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Meanwhile on the east coast, the growing discoveries of frequent Viking
visitations raises the notion that east coast native craft in particular
could have been influenced by their early explorations. The Beothuk canoe
of Newfoundland for example reveals an arch along the upper gunwale which
has a striking resemblance to the Norse craft. Just as the Europeans
guickly recognized the advantages of the aboriginal North American craft
over their cumbersome long boats, so it is within reason to expect that
the native people at least reflected some influence from the seagoing water-
craft of the visitors.

In any case, ancient tribal traditions did control in part the design
of the North American hand propelled craft. This sometimes appeared to be
overwhelming and in fact, seemed to displace what might be considered a
utilitarian approach to their manufacture. The Kutenai is a very good
example. QOther influences were of course evident, For example, availability of
natural materials was a factor as well as the nature of the waterway to be
navigated. The purpose for which the craft was to be used further influ-
enced ths construction, size and shape. Some common applications were for
hunting, trapping, moving a family to avoid environmental depletion and
proceeding as war parties to do battle. These important factors as
well as other minor contributing influences on design resuited in a most
fascinating range of craft that evolved from man's early flirtation with
a floating object. That experimentation enabled him to move from one
situation to another with relative ease. To allow one's imagination to
reflect on the discovery of floating material that could support a per-

son is in itself worthy of record. .
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When one considers the advantages of hand propelied craft it is no small
wonder that those simple shells were so significant, especiaily on the North
American landscape. They were not difficult to make--materials were available
in every region where waterways were navigable., For the same reason , repairs
were accomplished with ease. The fact that propulsion was readily accompiished
and, in addition, the paddler faced in a forward direction added to the advan-
tages afforded by the cance or kayak. Because these craft could be portaged
into remote places and around hazardous areas, they were again highly valued
by their makers. 1t would be impossible to conceive a more practical or sim-
pler design than that contained in these marvellous products of the natural
world fashioned by extraordinary ingenuity. In fact no real improvement has
been made on ejther the canoe or kayak by modern technology; only in more
durable materials.

With the advent of the fur trade there emerged the great canoes that
traversed the long haul from Montreal to Edmonton. The huge 36' models or
“canots du ma?tre” could carry 8,000 1bs. of cargo and the companion "canots
du nords" ceuvld load more than half that amount. At Grand Portage trade goods
or furs were transferred from the larger craft over an eleven mile portage
to the canoes which carried on to penetrate the Canadian West to Edmonton.
Some of those hardy voyageurs were known to have carried four "pieces"” or
370 1bs. across that long obstacle in Lake Superior territory. No country
in the world can match that colourful, rugged transportation system which
existed for many decades.

Travellers of the Canadian wilderness, each in their own time, and for
their own special purpose, used the only medium that was gequine1y effective;

namely the canoce or kayak. The explorer, settler, surveyor, missicnary,
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engineer, law enforcer, military person, prospector, voyageur, factor, gov-
ernment official all emplioyed that simple shell of nature to accommodate their
needs. MWithout those craft the history of North America would have been very
different indeed.

Although native craft are in themselves an absorbing and complicated study,
the story does not end with that long standing and important group! The entry
of the newcomer to this continent for the purposes of settlement brought on a
fascinating era which is still unfolding in our contemporary culture.

Many of the people who made the courageous decision to start a new 1ife
in a relatively unknown land had developed a variety of fine craftsmanship
skills. The application of these to the romantic and adventurous impressions
those early Canadians had of the Canadian canoe produced some astounding
results. Builders 1ike Herald, Stephenson, Gordon, Strickland, and English
vied to supply eager purchasers with the best craft that could be conceived.
Not only were these put together 1like fine furniture but in addition a whole
series ¢f construction innovations appeared. The flush batten, double cedar
metal batten, cedar ribs, leather gunwales, and lapstrakes became known to the
worid of canoe building. At the same time, fascinating debates arose on
preferred materials as for example between white cedar and basswood. One of
the ways to prove a point seemed to be in racing success and so the canoe compe-
tition events were established. Because, for the most part, friendly rivalry
existed among builders, there was a tendency toward cells of building
individuals or groups. For example, Gore's Landing on Rice Lake was one;
Lakefield was another; and of course, Peterborough is well known as a centre

for respected cance manufacture. Other builders in Tess well known locations
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made important contributions as well: Bush in Coldwater is a good example.
in most cases the individual craftsmen were the foundations for the emergence
of & number of companies. A few of the better known groups were: Rice Lake,
Lakefield, Brown, Ontario, Canadian, Peterborough, Chestnut, Odette and so
forth. Generally it appears that those distinguished groups were unusually
good manufacturers but Tacked distribution skills with the resuit that there
were constant economic difficulties,

[t is not surprising then that twenty odd years ago, Kandalore took more
than a passing interest in the canoe and later its first cousin, the kayak.
Because those craft allowed campers and their leaders to travel into the wild
hinterland, a special status was awarded them. When Professor M.G. Griffiths
of the University of Toronto donated a fine basswood dugout built by the
Payne Brothers near Lakefield, it was placed in a prominent position in the
camp dining hall. This created sufficient interest that soon others were
added including some fine specimens from the late George Douglas, author of
"Lands forlorn". When the dining area was sufficiently invaded by "old
canoes" a special building was planned.

Through the sixties,what is now known as the old building was constructed.
Red pirie logs salvaged at Tow cost from the "Highway 35" project were used. It
was a Tabour of love with many volunteers and camp staff donating their energy
under the abie supervision of builder W.G. Locke from Minden. However, the
completion of the building did not solve the growing problems of a rapidly
growing collection!

With increasing numbers of visitors, the acquisition programme virtually

exploded. Categories of craft were roughly established as follows:



bark canoes

skin kayaks

dugout canoes

specialized native canoes and kayaks

all wood canoes

racing craft

cloth covered wood canoes

large freight or trade canoces

rowing craft
Furthermore, a variety of related acquisitions weremade, including: paddles
and other propelling devices, building tools and equipment; arts and crafts
depicting small craft; library and archival materials; medals and memorabilia
and so forth. All of this accelerated the need for more space and so Phase
I1 was planned.

Under the able tutelage of Allan Mackie from Prince George, B.C. a series
of log construction schools were held at the museum site. These contributed
very signif.cantly to the development of a majestic 3 storey log structure of
"niece-on-piece" design. It is planned to be a museum presentation in its own
right and represents an important presentation in the total heritage concept
associated with Kanawa. When linked to the original building it will contain
a Hall of Honour for the world of canoeing, kayaking and rowing craft. As
such it will represent a tribute to outstanding builders, paddlers, and wilder-
ness travellers who have navigated the varied waterways of this continent.

In anticipation of the future, Phase III will be in the form of a well
known historic log building which will be reconstructed and.refurbished com-

mencing in the eariy spring of 1978.
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Because the project has assumed such unexpected proportions and to assure
its perpetuity for all time, the project was incorporated as a non-profit
charitable institution in June of 1975. This has been coupled with a signifi-
cant reorganization to deal with the ever broadening range of considerations
that must be related to such an undertaking. For example, there is need for
work by museologists, researchers, restoration and preservation personnel,
and security supervisors. To be sure, none of these demands were anticipated
with the humble beginning of a dugout canoe!

The Kanawa International Museum of Cances, Kayaks and Rowing Craft, and
Heritage Trail are now offering a variety of possibilities for the camping
movement. Some of these are as follows:

- group visits to the museum

- a paddle in a large trade canoe

- a loan of a display for your home community

- descriptive materials that will be published for use
in canoe programs

- yisitations to the museum rare book holdings and
archival materials

Many persons have made distinguished contributions to the growth of the
project, It has been a remarkable quest in which each specimen represents a
story of unique character. One of the publications to be offered will be a
summary of some of those episodes in which the craft was located, acquired,

and then delivered to the Kanawa home. In this respect it is hoped that the
project will continue to enjoy the co-operation of everyone who is sensitive

to the importance of heritage. It can be stated with some-confidence that

there is no future for a nation that does not respect its past!



THE GLD CANQE

My seams gape wide so I'm tossed aside
To rot on a lonely shore

While the leaves and mould iike a shroud enfold,
For the last of my trails are o'er;

But I float in my dreams on Northland streams
That never again I'll see,

As I lie on the marge of the old portage
With grief for company.

When the sunset gilds the timbered hills
That guard Temagami,
And meoonbeams play on far James Bay
By the brink of the frozen sea,
In phantom guise my Spirit flies
As the dream blades dip and swing
Where the waters flow from the Long Ago
In the spell of the beck'ning spring.

Do the cow-moose call on the Montreal
When the first frost bites the air,
And the mists unfold from the red and gold
That the autumn ridges wear?
When the white falls roar as they did of yors
On the Lady Evelyn,
Do the square-tail leap from the black peools deep
Where the pictured rocks begin?

Oh! the fur-fleets sing on Temiskaming
As the ashen paddles bend,
And the crews carouse at Rupert House
At the sullen winter's end:
But my days are done where the lean wolves run,
And I'll ripple no more the path
Where the gray geese race 'cross the red moon's face
From the white wind's Arctic wrath.

Tho! the death fraught way from the Saguenay
To the storied Nipigon
Once knew me well, now a crumbling shell
I watch the years roll on.
While in memory's haze I live the days
That forever are gone for me,
As I rot on the marge of the old portage
With grief for company.

George T. Marsh.

Tho' they rest inside, in our dreams they'll glide
On the crests of the streams of yors

In the mid-day sun, they'll make their run
And night on a distant shore.

The trav'llers are gone with their unmatched brawn
Who plied the mapless way

But their craft we keep, tho' the paddlers sleep.
Their stars we seek today.

Kirk A. W. Wipper.
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programs for retarded children.

I would also like to tell you in some detail about why we were created. What were
the problems that led'to the decision to create the Children's Services
Division? First of all, it was realized that there was an enormous industry
in place within this province to help children and that induétry did not
seem to be working very well. At a minimm it was growing at a great

rate with no end in sight and all we seem to be doing was finding more
problems_rather'than discovering effective answers. Some of the reasons

for this are easy to outline. For example, we are obviously dding mch
better than we think; it is just that we hear a great deal about our fail-
ures and rarely recognize our successes. Secondly, many point out that it is
a positive step that we are finding the problems. In the past we have had

a tendency to not recognize and even avoid such issues as child abuse and the
risks of institutional care. It is a major step forward that we are no
longer denying or ignoring such issues. Thirdly, there simply are more
problems to find; fof example the learning’disabled child has only recently

come to our attention in a major way.

At the same time a number of the reasons afe not so easy to recognize. For
example, approximately ten years ago we'began to do better research into the
effectiveness of children's'programs. In deciding whether a service worked,we
began to compare the chilﬁren in it to a well selected control group. To

our horror, in wany cases the people we left alore seemed tb as well if not better
than those we treated. Some of this research was very shattering to read.

It upset many of the myths we had accepted without question for a number of

years.

We alan heran to recormize that most of what we do touches only the symptoms



and rarely deals with root éauses. Even good prevention work with families-
can be too latc. For example, much of the work done with native families iﬁ
the Grassy'Narrows Reserve in Northwestern Ontario is of limitea effect when
proﬁided in the context of a polluted river which makes life within that
reserve virtually impossible. As another example)some of our efforts to
prevent child asbuse can be thwarted by an economic situation which increases
unemployment, and thus helps to create family situations which further the risks
of dbuse. We have also discovered that the help we offer often can inadvert-
antly have a negative effect. For example, we have learned about the possible
ef fects of placing labels on persons, about the self-fulfilling prophecy.

The label we use in the name of helping can help to produce the very thing

we are trying to prevent. Labelling theories create ﬁavoc with many of our
other time-tested arnd accepted beliefs. For example, we accept the theory that
the child of the single-parent family is at greater risk,and thus is in need
of more help and treatment. Somé suggest this is an excellent example of -

the self-fulfilling prophecy in that the child of the singleFParent family is
selected for special attention and then the presence of such children in many

of our treatment programs is looked to as procf of the validity of the theory.

It is acceptable to place labels on persons if we do, in fact, have the ability
to pick well, to predict accurately those children at risk. However, much

of the research suggests that our ability to predict human behaviour is weak

at best. Many of the studies indicate that we have a tendency to overpredict
those children who will become future prdblems. This would not be a concern
were it not for the fact that the labelling involved in meking such predictions
may help to create the problem. The whole field of prevention thus becomes

a subject of some concern. One should not avoid them but we should be wary of

projects which nttempt to pick out those very young children which need special
assistance, if only to consider the risks I have menlioned. :

Not only are our predictive
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cdpabilities poor but also, early identification creates the problem of use
of limited rescurces on many children who simply do not need the resources

because ,they would not have become future problems.

An additional difficulty arises from the fact that when it comes to helping

" people we tend to ignore facts ard rely upon our subjective feelings instead.

Judges are a good example of this tendency and there are several studies which
show that the values, backgrounds ard life experiences of judges play a

greater role in the decisions they make than anything else. In fact, there

is evidence which suggests that good actuvarial tables, properly used, could possibly

perform a better job then do judges. The reality is that we tend to be blind

to some facts because we care; our motivations create blind spots.

We are also discovering that that which we offer in the name of help can,
in fact, often be less than we promised. So, for example, in the child
welfare field, a great breakthrough oceurred about ten years ago when it was
publicly discovered that a rumber of children do badly while in care.
Tt was discovered that some children move very often from foster home to
foster home and go through a large number of child care workers. This
discovery, coupled with the realization that many family units, if

helped, can cope with problems previously thought to be beyond help,led to
a resl shift in our attitude toward the problem family. Much more effort
was made to assist the family with the child remaining within it. Over the
past year or two the move has been in the opposite direction as some individual

children have done very badly when returned to their families inappropriately.

Perhaps the problem is summed up by 2 remark I heard last week relating to the
issue of evaluation of social services. A person I know who recently returned

from Furope staled that many. Buropean social scientists think it funny that




North Americans invest so much in research and evaluation. Their feeling

is that we tend to have the ‘attitude that we ought to and somehow can cure the
mman condition, whereas they recognize that the best we can do is to keep
trying to alleviate the sujfering that comes from it. The former approach
encourages extensive svaluative work whereas the latter suggests that much

of it is perhaps wmecessary.

A second major problem which led to the formation of the Division is that we
have terded to compartmentalize problems and children keep failingrto fit
nicely into the categories we create. We compartmentalize in two ways. First
of all we do so around pfograms. Covernment has been one of the biggest

of fenders in this regard, and services were created ﬁith the hope of
differentiating between the child as offerder, the child as disturbed and the
neglected child. As & result of this, children's services were spread across
2 number of governmental ministries, and co-ordination of effort became Very
difficult to achieve. The problem was compounded by the realization that

the dollars spent varied widely from program to program and yet it was
difficult to dirfferentiate between services in terms of the child served and
the effectiveness of the services. We have also tended to compartmentalize
arournd professions. We live in an age of massive proliferation of professions,
4 factor which is not just because of increased knowledge, but also because of

such issues as status and territorial imperative.

The result of this compartmentalization was that children often fell between
the lines which separated programs and professions, labels were often placed
upon children to secure their entry into programs and the whole area of
children's services was characterized by both duplication and_large gaps in

services.
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Not only was there a lack of goverrment co-ordination, but alsé a failure
on the part of the services themselves to work together. Once again there
was often a lot of duplication of effort along with large gaps in service.
This has been most evident when it comes to dealing with the most difficult,
milti-problem child whom nobody wants.

A third major difficulty arose from the fact that we placed great emphasis
upon treatment and poured most of our money into the so-called "pack end"
of the system, particularly in.thé area of residential care. Our method
of funding such services often created inappropriate incentives to place
children in residential éare with 1ittle or no money available to assist
the child in his or her home. It also created a demand for residential
services. The tendency to make use of whatever exists by defining demand
in a way which, for example, £1{11s all available beds has become known as

Roemer's Law.

An additional problem has arisen from the fact that our information about

the services we have for children is peor ét best. TFor example, we oﬁten
talk about the shortage of spaces for children and yet when we develop good
informatibn.about what does, in fact, exist we find many available

beds and spaces. As a further example, there is a great deal to indicate

that the system usually adjusts well to change. For example, in California

4 recent effort wag made to reduce the number of children in training schools
through the development of community alternatives. 'The program was successful
in that the number of children sent to training school declined substantially.
However, a later researcher came along and discovered that while the rumber

of children had decreased the average child was kept a rumber of months longer,
so that the total days spent by the remaining children in training schocl

added up to more than the larger muber of children had previously spent in residence.
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In other words, the system adJusted to- the change and it wasn't until some time
later that this 1nformat10n became known to those who established the new

approach.

Finally the whole guestion of children's rights has developed over the past
few years as an issue to be considered. This is a rights' issue which is
more difficult than many others. This is because the child has a right to

be treated as an individual while also having a right to be protected, to
have someone make decisions for him or her in appropriate circumstances.

The issue of children's rights becomes particularly difficuit when we look
at the research which,euggests that we should be concerned and doubtful about

the effectiveness of many of the decisions we make for and on behalf of children.

Having outlined the problems, the next gquestion is what we-are doing about
them. On a very large scale the ‘government has brought all of children's
services together into the one Division and we are in the midst of integrating
all of our programs and attempting to move many of our dollars and resources
into the area of prevention and assistance to the family itself. We are

also trying to pass decision-making to the local level by deﬁeloping.children's
services committees with real authority to determine prlorlties at the local
level. Some committees will begln to function on a pilot basis this year and
each one will include on it representatlves from local government, represent-
atives from the servicee themselves and persons who represent the clienﬁs or

users of the services.

That is the large decision which we are attempting to implement. Rather than
concehtrating on this I thought 1 would rather cover a few of the maltitude of
smaller ard internal issues which we are facing. I will simply pick out a

few in the time available to me.



In the area of training schdols‘we presently have ten of them within the
Children's Services Division.. Shortly after we were formed we decided to

face the question of whether we should have training schools, and wﬁich children
should be in the secure care which training schools represent. We reached

the decision that training schools ought not to be abolished but that they
should be limited to the‘clearly dangerous child who needs very intensive,
secure treatment. The other children who are less dangerous but now find

themselves in training schools should be dealt with within the commmnity.

In determining which children ought to be in training schools and which ought

to be left within the commumnity, we nust face the very real question of

how far-we should go to protect the child from himself or herself. Perhaps the

best example in this area is the urmanageable, promiscucus female who has

been traditionally dealt with as a child in need of extensive assist-

ance and one who, in some cases, éhould be comnitted to training school.

Only in the past few years has research demonstrated that it is always the

female child who is treated this way for prpmiscuity and the results of

training school committals in such cases are generally not positive. We
involuntary

have to face the fact that/treatment often does not succeed with such

children but, it is still difficult to leave them alone to take risks whiqh

are nard to justify when some children do very badly on their own. The only

refuge becomes the realization that if we do not take such risks with children,

the chances of failure may be even greater within the treatment facility

or the training school.

In the area of children's rights we have adopted the viewpoint that the most
important right is to be heard when decisions are being made which affect

the child. As a result we have suggested that more children appearing before



the courts should have lawyers, that the child in care should have a specific
staffperson who functions as an advocate for him or her and that there should
be a grievance procedure available for any child who is living within one

of the services which the Children's Services Division operates or funds.

We have also suggested that there should be a set of guaranteed rights for

the child in residential care covefingisuch issues as the right to medical
care, the absence of corporél punishment and as much contact with parents as is
possible in the circumstances. Finally we are developing an inférmation

system which will enable us to identify and provide help to the child

who is doing very badly within our services; for example, the child who is

moving from foster home to foster home while in care.

A third approach which werhave taken is one of establishing programs which
attempt to fund the child rather than the rescurce. Too often the tendancy
in the past has been to try to match the child to the resource rather than
to develop resources whigh meet the identified needs of the particular child.
Thus, in Toronto, we have set aside a separate fund of dollars which are not
attached to any one program and which are used to create individual contracts
for the hard-to-serve child. The child's needs are identified and then a
special program is developed for that child. Thus far this approach has

proved to be quite successful.

An issue which has been the subject of much discussion lately has been the

£ield of chilid abuse. In order to illustrate the problems here I would ask that
you place yoursclf in the position of a judge of the Family Court. A twelve
year old native girl has been abused by her father. She has been quite

badly hurt and the Children's Aid Soclety has taken the child into care and

wants you to make an order which keeps her in care rather than sending her



tack home. As the judge in such a case, what would you do? An immediate
response would be to call in experts in the area and ask such experts

what is the risk of further abuse to the child. The answer which you are
most apt to receive is that the research is uncertain in this area. Estimates
range from 10% to L%, If the expert before you suggests that there is

"a 207 chance of further abuse, what do you as judge do with this opinion?

One could argue that this would mean that if you left all children at home

in such cases you would have an 80% success rate which is much better than

that achieved by many of our treatment programs.

If you were to ask a number of experts which is the better approach in a

case such as the one before you you would be almost guaranteed to receive

a wide range of responses. Scme would suggest that every child in this
situabion ought to be permanently removed from the family while others will
argue that the greatest chance of success lies in leaving the child at home,with
offered help and treatment.

One approach often taken by judges 1s to ask the child herself. This, too,
creates problems because often the child who seems to come from the worst
family environment has an incredibly close attachment to that family. If you
went further and asked the child welfare agency what are the chances for this
child in care and the agency was perfectly open to you, the answer would be

that the prognosis would not be terribly nigh because of the age of the child

and because of her minority status.

One approach,as the judge,would be to ask the social worker what he or she
recommends. Here there are problems as well, particularly these days when
many social workers are loath to recommend risky decisions for fear of

the media criticism which might result if the child does badly after having



been returned home. Furthermore there are many studies regarding decision-
making by social workers which suggest that the background and values of.
such social workers have a major effect upon their perception of the parents
and children with whom they work. Thus it is very difficult to know what
weight you as judge should place upon the opinion of the social worker
before you, particularly if this is a.social worker you have never had in
front of you before. The problem is compounded if you are prepared to ask
yourself how you make your own judgements because the research is equally
¢lear that your response is sure to be a subjecfive one based very much upon
your own values and experiences. Perhaps you are even prepared to admit
that yoﬁ krnow there is a great danger in taking risks which place the

responsibility upon you if' the child does badly.

The point of my example is to illustrate the great uncertainty which exists
in this whole area. There are no magic, easy answers notwithstanding our
desire to embrace them. Rather the whole field is composed of people making
decisions about and for other people often with somewhat clouded perspectives
and with imperfect skills at best. In my view the only answer is to do what
we can to improve individual decision-making, knowing that we will always

be taking risks and that we will never have absolute answers or cures.

Finally, in the face of éll of the pessimistic things I have said, one must

ask what, if anything, does work.. This is a difficult question to answer
because many of the studies question everything we do for children and families.
However there is a fair amount of evidence which suggests that volunteer

programs and what are called '"self-help" services seem to have some success.



In particular, persons who are prepared to make a committ-

ment, particularly those who have been through some of the same experiences

as the child they are helping, seem to have ﬁad some real success where
expérts have not been able to help at all. One feature of such programs

is that there is little, if any, labelling but rather simply caring people

whe function as positiie models for the child in trouble. There is much to

suggest that these persons can have a major effect upon such children.

This is, in my view, relevant to those of you here tonight because it gives
me an oppertunity to tell you about an approach which a mumber of ex-Mazinaw
campers have been trying with the help of Brian and Blackie. It is an
approach which was first started with the Taylor-Statton bursary fund and
simply involves financial contributions to send a child to Mazinaw each
summer. We established as.a goal that of finding one child who could stay
for a number of years because of our belief that it would take a rumber of
surmers to have the impact which we were confident a summer camp such as
Mazinaw could have. At the begirning I was scmewhat naive and sent Brian
two of the most difficult children in Kingston, both of whom were soon back
in my hands. After two or three years we found a boy who was only beginning
to display symptoms of delinquency but who clearly had a muber of
serious family problems. This year will be his third year and the Taylor-
Statton bursary fund has agreed to finance him this year. We are looking for
ancther child to send to camp with him. Mazinaw has become a lifeline for
him; he clings throughout the year to the opportunity which arrives each.
July. The best thing about it and, being realistic, we should not be

unrealistically hopeful is that-he is being placed in a non-judgemental énviron—
ment full of positive models and th= opportunity to engage in activities
which I remember as /8Cti€%g%egid more for my self worth than anything
else I attempted as a child.






