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Appendix B: Interview Questions

Questions for Campers and their Relatives
Background Information:

Name:

Date of Birth:

Gender:

Place where you grew up:

Which camp attended:

Which years:

High school attended:

Education past secondary school:
Occupation of parents:

Questions about being young in 20s/30s:

1) Why did your parents send you to camp?

2) Did your friends go to camp?

3) Did your siblings go to camp?

4) What kind of extracurricular activities did you do growing up?

5) Were you athletic in high school? If so which activities did you participate
in?

6) In what ways did boys and girls socialize when you were growing up?

7) What were your goals for the future when you were young?

Questions on outlook on wilderness:

1) Did your family ever vacation “up north”? If so, where?

2) What was your view of wilderness areas like Algonquin and Temagami
growing up?

3) Did you enjoy the wilderness while you were at camp?

4) How did you think the wilderness affected your camp experience?

Questions about camp:

1) Did you enjoy camp? If so, why? If not, why?

2) What kind of activities did you do at camp? Which were your favourite?
Which were your least favourite?

3) Who were the other campers?

4) What did you think about the lifestyle at camp?

5) In what ways did camp life differ from life at home?

6) What rules were enforced at camp?

7) What was the camp director like? What values do you think the director
tried to teach campers?
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8) Were there awards at camp? If so, what were they?

9) How important was physical activity at camp?

10)Did you go on canoe trips? If so, did you like them? How long were they?
Where did you go? What were the trips like?

11)What is one of your fondest memories of camp?

12)What lessons do you think camp taught you?

13)Do you have children? If so, did you send them to camp?

Questions about tradition and “Indian lore”:
1) What kind of special traditions, ceremonies and/or rituals were there at
camp? How did these traditions make you feel?
2) How were Aboriginal peoples portrayed at camp?
3) Was there a form of Council Ring at your camp? If so, what was it like?
Did you enjoy it?
4) Were you ever taught about Aboriginal people at camp?

5) Do you think Aboriginal peoples were portrayed accurately at camp?
6) Why do you think “Indian lore” was incorporated into camp life?

Questions for Camp Directors or
Those with Knowledge of the Camping Movement
1) What was/is your involvement with Ontario’s camping movement?
2) How do you think camp affects the lives of campers?
3) What problems do you think there are within Ontario’s camps?

4) If you are a camp director, what can you tell me about the history of your
camp?

5) What traditions have survived from the early years?
6) How does your camp represent First Nations peoples?
7) What values do you try and uphold at camp?

8) What is your camp philosophy?
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